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Muslim-Hindu attacks leave

Ahmedabad awash in mistrust

HINDU POLITICAL
GROUPS GAIN HOLD
IN ISLAMIC CENTER

By Mayank Chhaya
An apocryphal tale about how the
western Indian city of Ahmedabad
was founded in 1411 may offer some
guidance toward understanding the
horrific sectarian violence that took
more than 500 lives there over a
week ago.
ed Shah, a Muslim mﬂt}a;ln, was;
walking his dog on the outskirts o
what was thenngle small town of Kar-
navati. To his surprise, a hare leapt
out of a thorny bush and attacked his
dog. Ahmed Shah is said to have
thought: “If the hares of this area are
so self-assured, its ’Ig‘;aple must be
ite something.” t is when he
ided to found Ahmedabad, which
he named for himself and made the
g thjbztte . f th 600
For the r part of the
ars, the people of Ahmedam and
extension, Yl.;nose of the western In-
dian state of Gujarat, have more than
proved Ahmed Shah’s intuitive as-

Gujarat has emerged as India’s sec-
ond-most-industrialized state after
the neighboring state of Maharash-
tra.

jaratis have a history of being
pra(gjnaﬁc about political and reli-
ious priorities. But over the past
%ree des, as the state has shift-
ed from an agrarian- to an industrial-
based economy, and as the popula-
ﬁouhasshi&edﬁ-umthevgﬂgetour-
ban areas, Gujaratis have felt a grow-
ing need to define their identity.
m?-ﬁndugmupsmmhasthe ishwa
Hindu Parishad, or World Hindu

ey M

Council, Rashtriya’ Swayamse-
e e
tis. In the 1980s, the pro-Hindu

extension,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), be-
gan tapping into that search.
Cradle of Muslim culture
At the same time, Gujarat has also
had a long history as a center of Is-
lamic culture in India, going back to
the days of the Mughxfgmpim. And
the state capital, Ahmedabad, has
articularly been the focus of the Is-
Emfc presence. Every time a riot oc-
curs, many of the rioters, play back
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: On Feb. 27, a train of Hindu volunteers was returning from a religious service in Ayodhya. The
fgﬂ&gﬂﬁgﬁyﬁ)yc};mﬁ of Muslims who killed 58 people, including several children, by burning them alive.
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bs across Gujarat state began their revenge. They destroyed
dreds to dea

th over the next few days.

suggest not pay a few ru-
pees to a poor vendor:

History of violence
The trouble began just outside
Godhra, which has long been a com-
munal tinderbox and the site of many
riots in the two decades. Some-
one aboard euajntli)nul!;led the emer-
geney chain, and within minutes the
train was surrounded by a mob of
Muslim men armed with rocks, Molo-
tov eocktails and other weapons.
According to witnesses, the mob
deliberately shut the doors of the
three cars carrying the Hindu activ-
ists and pelted’ the cars with heavy
rocks and the flaming Molotoyv cocl-
tails. The attack appeared to be high-
Iy focused to u-eatelmé_udmmn dam-
age. Fifty-eight people, including sev-
eral chﬂdren-e@lwepr‘;oroasted alive,
The ferocity and precision of the
attack led to icion that it was
meditated. mough the local po-
ice have not established that it was
planned, enraged Hindus wasted

hardly any time in retaliation. Within
hours of the grisly attack, the city of
Ahmedabad, with nearly 5 million
people, was turned into a gory re-
venge ground by thousands of Hindu
activists.

They unleashed what seemed like
a  mini-pogrom against Muslims,
Thousands of armed Hindu men
roamed Muslim neighborhoods look-
ing for things and people to destroy
and kill. The means of murder were
medieval as scores of Muslim men,
women and children were systemati-
cally burned alive. More than 500
people died in attacks across Gujarat
state, most in Ahmedabad and its
suburbs.

The aftermath of the unnerving vi-
olence could be harder to live down
than the actual violence. The legacy
of mistrust between Hindus and
Muslims will be difficult to overcome.

It is impossible to fairly apportion
blame. What the state needs now is
to return to its widely acknowledged
tolerance and pragmatism. Gujaratis
are among the most peace-loving and
enterprising people in India. It is
tragic that some of them forget that
— with such brutal consequences.




